THE MAHABHARATA AS A HISTORY.

CHAPTER  I.
THE DATE OF THE MAHABHARATA WAR.
THE Mahabharata war or rather battle is the first authen-
tic event in the ancient history, of India. The authenti-
city of the fight of Rama with the Rakshasa, jring of
Lanka, has been questioned by many ; but nobody has
doubted the truth of the event of the terrible battle on
the plains of Kurukshetra which ended in the total
destruction of two vast armies. When did the fight
take place? That is a question on which diverse
opinions have been recorded. The earliest date as-
signed to the Mahabharata. war is that fixed by Mr.
Modak on the basis of some astronomical data found
in the Mahabhar^ta. He thinks that the vernal
equinox at the time of the war was in Punarvas*
and hence about 7,000 years must have elapsed since
then. Some thinkers, following the opinion of Varaha
Mihira, believe that the battle was fought in 2604 B.C.
European scholars on the other hand believe on the
authority of a Shloka in the Vishnu Piirana that the war
took place about 1500 B,C. Mr. Dutta gives 1.2550 JLC-
as the date of the Kuru-Panchal war ou *he basis of
the Magadha annals which show that th /ty-five kings
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